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CONTINUED
QUICK RECAP:
In the last Module, we have learnt how Prospero prepares for the nuptial of Miranda and Ferdinand by celebrating it with a marquee that is performed by the three goddesses, Iris, Ceres and Juno and other spirits of the air. While the Nymphs are performing a graceful dance, Prospers is suddenly reminded of the foul conspiracy of Caliban the beast along with his fellow conspirators, to take the life of Prospero. It is at this moment that with a strange and confused noise, all the spirits depart and the masque comes to an end.
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PROSPERO UNITING MIRANDA AND FERDINAND
TEXT: 
[Aside] I had forgotten that foul conspiracy of the beast Caliban ..........................  Come with a thought! I thank thee Arial: come. (LINE 123 – 150)
EXPLANATION:
Here Prospero is suddenly very angry and says that he had forgotten about the foul conspiracy of the beast Caliban and his helpers who had tried to take his life. Now the time has come for them to carry out their plot against Prospero. He now praises the spirits and commands them to go from there. 
Ferdinand is now confused with the sudden change in Prospero’s mood and tells Miranda that her father is in an emotional state that has strongly worked him up. 
Miranda replies that she has never seen him in such an angry and violent state.
Prospero now notices that Ferdinand is upset with his sudden change of mood and tells him that he seems upset and scared. He tells him to be cheerful as the merry making has now come to an end. The actors of the masque were all spirits and have melted into thin air. Here he refers to the reality of the world where everything must come to an end. He makes a comparison with the vanishing spirits here. He says that the great towers rising into the sky (multi storied buildings), the grand palaces and the holy temples, this great world itself with all its people will one day vanish without leaving any trace of its existence, just like the spirits have just now vanished. Humans are also made up of such substance as dreams are made of, and when they die, there is eternal sleep. He hells Ferdinand that he is at present annoyed so not to be disturbed by him but to go into his cell with Miranda and rest there while he himself will take a walk to calm his disturbed mind.
Both Ferdinand and Miranda wish Prospero peace of mind.
Prospero now commands Ariel to come as quickly as a thought comes into the mind.
Re- enter Ariel
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ARIEL ATTENDING TO PROSPERO’S CALL
TEXT:
Ariel: Thy thoughts I cleave to. What’s thy Pleasure? .................................. enter Caliban, Stephano and Trinculo, all wet. (Line 151 – 182)
EXPLANATION:
Ariel replies to Prospero that he is already in his thoughts. Prospero tells him that they must prepare to meet with Caliban. Ariel replies that he had thought of reminding Prospero about Caliban when he was introducing Ceres but he was scared that it might annoy him. Prospero asks Ariel where he has left those rascals.
Ariel now tells Prospero their state. Caliban and his confederates faces had become red with drinking excessive wine. Due to the effect of wine, they became so brave that they were aiming their blows at the air. They were stamping the ground just because it was touching their feet. They were so drunk yet they were determined to continue with their plot of killing Prospero. So Ariel cast a spell on them and made them follow him through thorny and prickly bushes which pierced their legs. Finally he left them in a dirt covered pool with the dirty water up to their chins.
Prospero praises Ariel and tells him not to go away but too remain invisible. He orders him to go his house and bring him those colourful and flashy garments which he will use as bait to catch Caliban and his friends. Ariel goes.
Prospero now speaks to himself (Soliloquy) and says that Caliban is a born devil and on such a creature, education has no impact. All the troubles with noble motives to teach Caliban have been wasted. As his body becomes more ugly with age, his mind grows more evil. He is so angry and decides that he will torment them till they roar with pain.
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CALIBAN THE BEAST
Ariel now enters carrying the glittering clothes and Prospero tells him to hang them on that line. Both then remain invisible while Caliban, Stephano and Trinculo enter, all wet from the dirt covered pool.
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ARIEL HANGING CLOTHES ON A LINE IN PROSPERO’S CELL
TEXT:
Caliban: Pray you, tread softly, that the blind mole may not hear a footfall ................. Stephano: Yes, and this also. (Line 183 – 234)
EXPLANATION:
Caliban now tells his friends to walk silently lest the blind mole may hear their footsteps as they are now near his cell. (Here, Prospero is being called blind rat as he will be sleeping when they attack him)
Stephano is a bit angry with Caliban and tells him that Ariel, who Caliban had said is harmless, has made them a fool. (By drawing them into the dirty pool) He warns Caliban to beware if he gets angry.
Trinculo tells Caliban that if Stephano gets angry with him then he will be a lost monster, a monster that is useless.
Caliban tries to calm them down by telling them to be patient for they will well be compensated for all their troubles, so speak softly as all around there is silence and Prospero may hear them coming.
Trinculo is now upset that they have lost their wine bottles in the dirty pool. Stephano replies that it is not only a disgrace but also an infinite loss and that matters to Trinculo much more than getting wet. Yet Caliban is saying that Ariel is a harmless fairy. Stephano vows to get back his wine bottle even if it means being submerged in the dirty pool again. 
Caliban now quietens them as they have reached the entrance of Prospero’s cell and tells them to enter and to carry out the plan they had made together to kill Prospero and make this island theirs, and Caliban would always remain their slave. Stephano is now ready to strike when suddenly Stephano suddenly notices the shiny clothes hanging on the line and is attracted towards it. Caliban tells them not to be fooled or attracted as these clothes were trash (useless). But both are desirous of having such good clothes. 
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STEPHANO, TRINCULO AND CALIBAN FIGHTING OVER THE SHINY CLOTHES
Caliban curses their foolishness with dropsy, (a disease that causes swelling of the tissues of the body.) for being attracted towards the garments. He tells them to commit the murder first else, if Prospero wakes up, he will make them suffer with pain from head to toe. They do not listen to Caliban and continue to be attracted towards the garments. They also offer Caliban the rest of the garments.
Caliban refuses to touch the garments as he is well aware of the powers of Prospero. He tells them that they are wasting their time because if Prospero awakens, he will transform them into shell fish or to apes with stupid low foreheads.
Stephano now orders Caliban to help him in carrying away the garments to the place where his barrel of wine is kept. If not, he will banish him away from his kingdom. Both hand over all the garments to Caliban for him to carry.
Now a noise of hunters is heard and different spirits enter in the form of dogs and hounds and chase the three men. Prospero and Ariel urge the hounds on.
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HUNTERS AND SPIRITS IN THE FORMS OF DOGS AND HOUNDS
TEXT:
Prospero : Hey, Mountain, Hey
Ariel: Silver! There it goes, Silver. 
....................................................................  for a little follow, and do me service. (Line 235 – 247)
EXPLANATION:
Here Prospero and Ariel are urging or chasing the dogs and hounds whose names are Mountain, Silver, Fury and Tyrant
Prospero now gives orders to tell his spirits to afflict their joints and muscles with painful contractions as it is affected in old people, and to pinch them so much that it leaves scars on their bodies much more than the leopard or the mountain cat has.
Ariel tells them to listen how Caliban and group are screaming with pain.
Prospero tells Ariel to let Caliban and his followers be chased around without mercy. He knows that at the present moment all his enemies are at his mercy. Now all his plans and work will come to an end soon and Ariel will be able to roam the air freely once again without having to obey the orders of Prospero. But for the moment, he should follow Prospero and serve him. 

This brings us to the end of Act 4 which has only one scene. Prospero has succeeded in bringing all his enemies down to their knees and all his plans are now moving towards their cumulative end successfully. 

WORKSHEET 2
Answer the following questions briefly:
1. State why Ferdinand is in a moved sort? Why did Prospero abruptly end his revels?
2. In what way does Prospero compare this unreal masque to the rest of the world?
3. Describe what Caliban and his friends were doing being drunk? What was their plan?
4. Finally, where did Ariel leave them and in what condition?
5. What further assignment does Prospero give to Ariel?
6. Why is Caliban referred to as a born devil? What is the impact of education on him? Give two instances from the play to substantiate your answer.
7. What is a disgrace and an infinite loss? Where was the precious article lost? How?
8. What is the good mischief? How could the three be benefitted from this mischief?
9. What is meant by “The dropsy drown this fool”? Why is Caliban annoyed with Trinculo?
10. Who are Fury and Tyrant? What are they asked to do?
11. Why are Caliban and the others punished?
12. How does Prospero intend further to punish the three culprits?
13. Finally, What happens to the three culprits? What does it show about Prospero?
14. What do you think about Prospero with reference to his actions in this scene?
15. What is the main purpose of Prospero in uniting his daughter Miranda with the son of his sworn enemy, Ferdinand?


Please note:
The previous worksheet (1) and the present worksheet (2)  is to be done in your workbooks. Please note that your old notebooks of Class 11 will continue to be used in Class 12. This work will be submitted for checking when school reopens.
Joe Sir.
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ACT 4 - SCENE 1
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