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 Text book
India is the seventh largest country in the world in terms of area. The other six countries in order of their size are Russia, Canada, China, USA, Brazil, and Australia. India has the second largest population in the world, next to China. India is one of the most beautiful and diverse countries in the world.
Location of India- India lies wholly in the north-eastern hemisphere. It is located in the southern part of the huge continent of Asia.
Geographical Extent- India is a vast country. The distance of the mainland' of India from east to west is about 3,000 kilometers, and from north to south, it is about 3,200 kilometers.
Political Divisions - India became an independent country on 15 August 1947. Today, India is a union of 29 states and 7 union territories. The states and union territories form the political divisions of India. Delhi is a union territory. It is officially known as the National Capital Territory of Delhi or NCT. All the offices of the Government of India are based in New Delhi. There are some parts of the country which are not included in these 29 states. These are known as union territories. Union territories are state like divisions which are managed directly by the central Government. These are seven union territories, Including Delhi.
The seven states located in the northeast corner of India are called the Seven Sister States. These states are-Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, and Nagaland.
Neighboring Countries- India has nine neighboring countries.
Pakistan and Afghanistan in the northwest, China, Bhutan, and Nepal in the north
Bangladesh and Myanmar in the east Sri Lanka and Maldives in the south
India shares common land boundaries with seven neighboring countries-Pakistan,
Afghanistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and Bangladesh. The other neighbors are off the mainland of India. These are the island nations of Sri Lanka and Maldives.
 Physical Divisions- India shows a great variety in its land features. It has magnificent snow-covered mountains, hills covered with thick forests, many rivers, fertile plains, plateaus with mountain ranges and rivers, a large sandy desert and beautiful islands. India is broadly divided into six physical divisions. Each physical division is completely different from the other. The six physical divisions are as follows: 
1. The Northern Mountains 
2. The Northern Plains 
3. The Great Indian Desert 
4. The Southern Plateau 
5. The Coastal Plains 
6. The Island Groups 
India-A Land of Diversity-There are more than a billion people living in India. They belong to different religions, speak different languages, wear different dresses, and have different cultures. There are also many tribes in different parts of India. They have their own culture, language, and way to life.
Explanation-
India lies wholly in the northern and eastern hemisphere. It is located in the southern part of the huge continent of Asia.
The distance of the mainland of India from east to west is about 3000 km and from north to south it is about 3200 km.
Political divisions-  India is a union of 28 states and 8 union territories. New Delhi is a union territory. It is known as the National Capital Territory of Delhi. Union territories are state like divisions which are managed directly by the central govt.

State of India and their Capitals
	No. 
	State
	Capital
	No.
	State
	Capital

	1
	Andhra Pradesh 
	Hyderabad 
	15
	Manipur 
	Imphal 

	2
	Arunachal Pradesh 
	Itanagar 
	16
	Meghalaya 
	Shilong 

	3
	Assam 
	Dispur 
	17
	Mizoram 
	Aizawl 

	4
	Bihar 
	Patna 
	18
	Nagaland 
	Kohima 

	5
	Chhattisgarh 
	Raipur 
	19
	Odisha 
	Bhubaneswar 

	6
	Goa 
	Panaji 
	20
	Punjab 
	Chandigarh 

	7
	Gujarat  
	Gandhinagar 
	21
	Rajasthan 
	Jaipur 

	8
	Haryana 
	Chandigarh 
	22
	Sikkim 
	Gangtok 

	9
	Himachal Pradesh 
	Shimla
	23
	Tamil Nadu 
	Chennai 

	10
	Jharkhand 
	Ranchi
	24
	Telangana 
	Hyderabad 

	11
	Karnataka 
	Bengaluru 
	25
	Tripura 
	Agartala 

	12
	Kerala 
	Thiruvananthapuram 
	26
	Uttar Pradesh 
	Lucknow 

	13
	Madhya Pradesh 
	Bhopal
	27
	Uttarakhand 
	Dehradun 

	14
	Maharashtra 
	Mumbai 
	28
	West Bengal 
	Kolkata 



Union territories of India and their capitals
	No. 
	Union Territory 
	Capital
	No. 
	Union Territory 
	Capital

	1
	National capital Territory of Delhi NCT
	New Delhi
	5
	Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu
	Daman 

	2
	Chandigarh 
	Chandigarh 
	6
	Puducherry 
	Puducherry 

	3
	 Andaman and Nicobar Islands
	Port Blair 
	7
	Jammu and Kashmir
	Srinagar (summer)
Jammu ( winter)

	4
	Lakshadweep  
	Kavaratti 
	8
	Ladakh 
	Leh 



India has nine neighbouring  countries- Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives.
Physical divisions-
India is broadly divided into six physical  divisions-
1. The Northern Mountains 
2. The Northern Plains 
3. The Great Indian Desert 
4. The Southern Plateau 
5. The Coastal Plains 
6. The Island Groups 
The Northern Mountains-In the north, the great Himalaya Mountains separate India from Asia. The Himalayas form a natural boundary between India and the continent of Asia. Many rivers of northern India have their source in these mountains.
The Northern Plains- The Northern Plains lie to the south of the Himalaya Mountains. The river Ganga and its tributaries flow through this region. Therefore, this region is very good for agriculture and many food crops are grown here.
The Great Indian Desert-The Great Indian Desert is also known as the Thar Desert. It lies in the north-western part of India. It is spread over the state of Rajasthan.
The Southern Plateau-The Southern Plateau is also known as the Deccan Plateau. This plateau region is triangular in shape. It lies to the south of the Northern Plains and extends up to the southernmost tip of India-Kanyakumari. The Arabian Sea is on the west, the Bay of Bengal is on the east and the Indian Ocean is in the south.
The Coastal Plains-India has a long beautiful coastline on both the eastern and western sides, extending to about 7,500 km. This long coastline helps in connecting with several important ocean routes and with the rest of the world for trade and travel. 
The Island Groups- There are groups of islands in the south of the Indian peninsula. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands lie in the Bay of Bengal and the Lakshadweep Islands lie in the Arabian Sea. The Lakshadweep Islands are one of the most beautiful islands of the world.
India-A Land of Diversity- In spite of all these differences, all Indians are united as people of one nation. This reflects 'unity in diversity India is a 'Land of Diversity'.
WORKSHEET – 2 
NOTE: Do the following exercises in your copy
Exercise-1 word/meanings
1. Whole-		complete
2. Mainland-		land form
3. Rage-			limits
4. Hemisphere-		half of the earth
5. Magnificent-		extremely
6. Territory- 		an area controlled by a ruler.
7. Boundary-		a line that determines the width of an area.
Exercise-2 Short type Ques/Ans
Q1. Describe the geographical location of India.
Ans. India lies wholly in the north-eastern hemisphere. It is located in the southern part of Asia.
Q2. Name the ‘Seven sister States’ in the northeast of India.
Ans. The seven sister states in the northeast of India are- Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,       Mizoram, Tripura and Nagaland.
Q3. List the neighboring countries of India along with the direction in which they are located?
Ans. India has nine neighboring countries such as-
1. Pakistan and Afghanistan in the northwest
2. China, Bhutan and Nepal in the north
3. Bangladesh and myanmar in the east
4. Sri lanka and Maldives in the south
Q4. Name the six physical divisions of India.
Ans. The six physical division’s are-
1. The Northern Mountains
2. The Northern Plains
3. The great Indian desert
4. The southern plateau
5. The coastal Plains
6. The island group
Q5. How many states and union territories are there in India?
Ans. There are 28 states and 8 union territories in India.
Exercise-3 Long type Ques/Ans
Q1. Why is India called a ‘Land of Diversity’?
Ans. There are more than a billion people living in India. They belong to different religions, speak different languages, wear different dresses and have different cultures. There are also many tribes in different parts of India. They have their own culture, language and way of life. That is why India is known as ‘land of diversity’.
Exercise-4 Fill in the blanks.
1. India is the seventh largest country on the world in terms of area.
2. India lies wholly in the north-east hemisphere.
3. India is a union of 28 states and 8 union territories.
4. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands lie in the Bay of Bengal.
Exercise-5 Match the following
1. Sikkim			(a) Gangtok
2. Telangana		(b) Hyderabad
3. Karnataka		(c) Bengaluru
4. West Bengal		(d) Kolkata
	 






